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RECENT RESULTS

WEBSITE WITH DOCTOR PROFILES ESCAPES
NEW YORK STATE’S BUDGET AX – NEWSDAY

$2,250,000 — medical malpractice settlement for
62-year-old woman whose radiologist misread her
mammogram results and failed to diagnose breast
cancer.
$990,000 — recovered for 64-year-old diabetic man
whose foot injury was negligently casted, monitored
and treated by an orthopedic surgeon, causing
osteomyelitis and requiring amputation of his toe,
and spread of infection to his spine, requiring spinal
surgery, resulting in permanent injury and disability.
$800,000 — recovered for 50-year-old construction
worker who suffered permanent shoulder and arm
injuries due to trip and fall on debris at construction
site caused by unsafe conditions and violation of the
Labor Law by the general contractor and owner.

BY RIDGELY OCHS

A website that offers consumers information on all licensed
New York doctors was not only spared the state budget ax but
also has been strengthened.
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo’s proposed budget called for cutting
the state Department of Health’s physician profile website for
an annual savings of $1.2 million.
The website, nydoctorprofile.com, established in 2000, includes
criminal and malpractice background as well as information on
a doctor’s practice, board certifications and education. Cuomo
maintained that much of the data was available elsewhere.
But patient advocates strongly disagreed, as did two key state
legislators, Assembly Health Committee chairman Richard
Gottfried and Senate Health Committee chairman Kemp
Hannon.
Instead, the website funding was kept at the same level and
some alterations were made.
Now doctors must notify the health department of any changes
to their profile information within 30 days instead of 120 days,
Continued On Page 3
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$750,000 — Two-year delay in diagnosis of heart
disease, resulting in a severe heart attack and
permanent injury.
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT
AWC welcomes new associate
Diane C. Mandleur, Esq. to the
firm. Her practice focuses on
Workers’ Compensation law.
Prior to joining the firm, Ms.
Mandleur’s law experience
included negotiation and settlement of various
issues pertaining to Workers’ Compensation,
Veteran’s Disability, Social Security Disability
and Property Damage (Hurricane Sandy) cases.
She also handled complex claim management
for defense counsel.

COMMUNITY EVENT

We had a great turnout at the Patient Safety
event held on March 26th at the Levittown
Public Library. Speakers Deborah Kurtz, Ilene
Corina, Andrea Goldstein and Eric Streznec
shared some stories, experiences and tips on
how to protect yourself and your family when
you go to the hospital or doctor. The community
was grateful for the tips and shared their own
experiences, making for an informative group
discussion and awareness forum. Thank you to
all who attended and stay tuned for our next
patient safety event.

RECENTLY PUBLISHED IN
NEW YORK LAW JOURNAL

Alan W. Clark, Esq., Managing
Partner and Founder, The
Law Firm of Alan W. Clark &
Associates, LLC., was published
in the New York Law Journal. His
article, “Admissibility of Custom
and Practice Evidence in Medical Malpractice
Cases,” examined whether evidence of a health
care provider’s custom and practice can be
admissible as habit evidence to prove a fact in
malpractice cases.
Visit www.AWCLAW.com to find the full article
in “AWC in the News.”
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WHEN SHOULD I CONSULT WITH AN ATTORNEY?
BY DEBORAH S. KURTZ, ESQ.

The simple answer is, if you have a concern, call. There is no charge
to you for calling us and letting us know what’s on your mind. We are
happy to help!
In the course of a month, we get many calls from former clients, their
relatives and friends who find themselves in trying situations and are
unsure what to do and how to navigate through it. We are great listeners
and, if the issue is within our practice, we are there for you. If your
concern is outside of our practice, we can refer you to an attorney who
practices in the area of law, which would be most helpful to resolve
your problem.
We often receive calls from people involved in motor vehicle crashes.
They do not know what to do first. If you find yourself in this
unfortunate situation, we will advise you regarding your rights to make
a claim for personal injuries, lost earnings and medical benefits under
New York’s No-Fault system. We will also give you practical advice
to help with any possible future litigation. For instance, you should
notify the police and, if possible, take photographs while still at the
scene, including photographs of the vehicles involved in the collision.
If there are witnesses around, get their names and phone numbers. We
can then meet, at no charge, to discuss whether you have a meritorious
lawsuit. Our experienced attorneys can help you navigate through the
system, get the benefits you desire, and obtain a fair settlement from
the insurance companies involved in the claim.
We also regularly get calls regarding potential medical malpractice
claims. The calls are from individuals who feel that they, or their loved
ones, did not receive proper care or treatment by a doctor or a hospital
and suffered serious harms and losses as a result. It is very important
for our firm to try to help you any way we can to understand what
happened, and why, and find out who may be responsible. It is crucial
to our belief system that, if a doctor or a hospital did not provide safe
and quality medical care to you, and you have been harmed, you should
be fairly and justly compensated. Further, a malpractice claim places the
doctor and/or hospital on notice of the error, and the foreseeable harm
that can result, so that the same error hopefully does not repeat itself.
Again, it costs nothing to give us a call and to let us help you.
Of course, our office receives calls regarding all other areas of personal
injury. Our firm has represented thousands of workers who have
suffered on-the-job injuries, slip/trip-and-fall injuries, construction site
injuries, and injuries from defective and unsafe products. Our team of
experienced attorneys and staff are always willing to meet with you and
offer assistance and guidance so that, ultimately, you are competently
and compassionately represented.
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WHAT OUR CLIENTS HAVE TO SAY
WEBSITE WITH DOCTOR PROFILES ESCAPES
NEW YORK STATE’S BUDGET AX – NEWSDAY
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and the Health Department must update the information within 30
days. In addition, the Health Department must study the feasibility
of adding information to the website about what health insurance
plans a doctor takes.
“As we move towards more transparency and public access to
health care information, this budget language will speed up both
reporting by physicians and website updates by the Department of
Health,” Gottfried (D-Manhattan) said in a statement. The study on
including information on what health plans are accepted “would be
critically important for families.”
Hannon (R-Garden City) said he was pleased the website was spared.
“I think it’s an enormous tool,” Hannon said. As for including the
health insurance information on the website, he said, “I think it’s
very doable.”
Ilene Corina, president of PULSE of New York, a patient advocacy
group in Wantagh, said she was surprised by the number of calls
and emails she got from people supporting the appeal to keep the
website. She was among about a dozen advocates who sent a letter
to legislators in February opposing the cuts. “I am very happy,” she
said of the outcome.
Suzanne Mattei, executive director of New Yorkers for Patient &
Family Empowerment Inc. in Manhattan, said she was “thrilled.”
“Sometimes the public voice gets heard,” she said. “This would
have been just terrible.”

CLIENT TESTIMONIALS
When I tried to find a firm that would take my
case, no one seemed to want to listen to what I had
gone through with my work-related injuries. I was
lucky enough to find Deborah Kurtz from Alan
W. Clark & Associates. Ms. Kurtz and her legal
staff always listened and had an understanding of
what I was going through and they were always
caring and were very professional.
Ms. Kurtz was always available to answer any and
all of my questions. She fought for me and was
able to come to a fair settlement, always keeping
my well-being first. I would highly recommend
anyone in need of legal assistance to contact
them. They will have your best interest at heart.
- Peter, Personal Injury Client
Alan Clark did wonders for me and my family
in settling my husband’s malpractice case for
an amount that I never expected. Now I am
able to do more to help out my children and
grandchildren. During the four years I worked
with Mr. Clark, he was highly professional and
calming with his low-keyed, gentle manner. He
always returned my phone calls promptly.
I would recommend him and his firm to anyone
seeking quality representation for any type of
medical malpractice situation.
- Marie, Medical Malpractice Client
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ADVOCATING FOR PEOPLE HARMED BY PERSONAL INJURIES,
NEGLIGENT MEDICAL CARE AND THOSE INJURED ON THE JOB
• REPUTABLE
In practice for over 37 years, we take great pride in providing quality service and
personal attention to the details and circumstances of each case. We maintain the
highest legal standards of professional ethics and representation. Most of our new
clients come from prior, satisfied clients recommending us to their family and
friends, and from attorneys who value and trust us with their referrals.
• RESPONSIVE
We understand the importance of timely responses to telephone calls and emails
of prospective and current clients. During what could be a stressful time, we
listen carefully, addressing our client’s needs and concerns with empathy and
understanding 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
• RESULTS
Our meticulous preparation and commitment to excellence enable us to succeed
in many cases that other attorneys thought were too difficult to win. We surpass
our clients’ expectations and hold wrongdoers accountable to pay fair and just
compensation.

